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preached in the Audience of 
The firſt Church and Congregation 
In R O L E 2. 
I next Lan p Dar e weath 


Of Mr. John Noyes, 


Who had been for ſome Years Maſter Airs | 
| OF 4 


The Grammar School in the Town; 15 | : 


And died ſuddenly Aug. 13th 1739. 
In the 51ſt Lear of his Age. . e 
| JE 8e EWE, A. N. 4 
And Paſtor to ſaid Church: | 
— ___ 


Publiſhed at the Deſire of ſeveral of the N 
EY | and Others. | 


þ | Man Cs not bi Time, Eccl. 9. 1 Rn 7 | | 
N Take ye heed, Wah and pray; Bore lun nat whe the 
Time is, Mark 13. 33. 

lues het ultimus Dies, ut obſerventur mn Dies, 

| ' -»  AUVGUSTINE, © 
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BY the Sons of the Prophets. that were at Babel OT 1 
came forth to Eliſha, and ſaid unte him, & — 4 14 
hou that the Lord will tate away thy Maſter 5 5 
Fun thy Head ven? And be ſaid, \ fog, T know W-.: 
it, bald 508 er e ars : 2 9 
8 Ke oh e N 8 f 
N Won . . yh ' 
IRS; human Lake ering may | 
theſe laſt Days, be de piſed — Sy 
15 under the plauſible, — vain Pretence of 


* extraordinary divine Illapſes, and Tnſpira- 
tions; yet it ſeems to have been a Dictate 
of Reaſon and Wiſdom from ancient. Gar x that 
» "Schook for the Inſtruction and Education of Youth; 
are very uleful, if not really necellary. Hence we 
read, in out Text, of the Sons of the, Prophets, and 3 
2 College, or (as it is in the Marg gin) à School in Feu. 
alen, 2 Chron. 34. 22. Of the hacker. and Scholar, 
1 Chron. 25- g. Of the Maſter and Scholar in the 
». Tabernacles of Jacob, Mal. 2. 12. | And of a Company 
of Prophets on the Hill of God; x Sam. 10. 3. . 
b < nochius thinks, this Hill was called the Hill of God, 
4 becauſe there was in it a Company, and as. ĩt were a 
4 School of the Prophets. The Place where the School 
E bn the Prophets * ſeems to have been, with 
- 08 greateſt 


— 


Ws + * 1 . 19. "18. that Samuel dwelt in Naioth in Ramab. 91 


And © /atablus conceives, that the Fields of Ramah 
was the Place, where the School of the Prophets 


„ was, 2 So tos fs * ord We 


cc 
properly fi Places, 6 
« which are moſt fit for Studies : 2 the Chaldee 


Bey e aſt, renders Naioth by. Words which Ni 
2 College or School of prophetical Education. Over 
this College Samide! himſelf Was Preſident, as moſt 
* ee, that Place, 1 8 20. T bey 
4 the Company of DE Prop ber prop Hing, an 505 | 
* handing ur Aber EN eo bm. bee repders | 
e it, and Sanmel fanding — — Towhich 
thrones well apply the Words of Philo, ſpeaking of 
jewiſh Manner of Inſtruction, The Prifigent go- 
ing before and teaching, the Reſt increaſing in Goodnefs, 
and improving in Life and Manners.” A 
Acts of the Rpoſtles, this is ppt of facred 1 
that Paul diſputed daily in the cb of one 5 
* a Pr * ame of ſome e # 272 , 


duke Jews : for they had not” Gay PORE 


$3:yhere their Confiflories meet, but ee 
here their Law was taught.“ Act. 19. 9. Aud 

in the apoftolick Age, the ork pf. 4 "School. maj 1 

Was fo common and well-kriows, chat St; Pad! 
2 Metaphor from it, to teach Men 127 ſe and Benet 
of the Law. Gal. The Law w pur ne | 
o bring us unto C 7 Ga hence lige wiſe it << 
2 dor "Fathers eat Core, eyen in the Infancy of 
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hetivern the Maſter and Scholar,” are; pet (like 
uther ſublunary e they'd are 15 an unc 


tain Cofitinuance. 5: nde may inter- 
vene and break racy And 95 221 hr univerſal | 
Baerriy of huwan Nature A it! 


dicses cbeRel den. 5 15 to the ebe, 
either takes the Mafter from the Scholars, or the 
Mafeer ; * difbanids che little, loy 
Society, and brings on a diſmal Gloom: It is a 
penſation of this Kind, to which our Text has a R 
Dn "Elijah; who is here by the Sons of the P 
| ſtiled a Maſter, was in all Probabili wo the. Hz 
or Preſident of a School, for the Education 
For fome conteive, that the moſt noted Pres hets, | 
* to the Time of David, were Preſidents of hol Col, 
«Jeges of the Prophets; ſuch as, beſides Samyel, were 


"ay 
| I Ba 32 walk «OY 


ede bes wash Sr ab U. 0e h of 20 ; 
kor beautiful forver che Order, and Relations uff 1 755 


2 Helcana, Cad, Nathan, and Feduthun : And that 
® they ſelectede out the choiceſt and moſt hopeful. of 


the yo young Levites, and here educated. them, t 2 
«ther. with the Nazarites, which came out of ot 
<« Tribes. Theſe Schools of the Prophets, which 8 


*. compoſed of the Sen of the Prophets, were Socie- 


ties in order to ſpiritual Inſtruction: And the chief 


Places where they were ſeated, ſeem to have deen 
0 Berbel, Jericho, — On 6 


— 5 


. of the Sons of the Prophets at Berbel bating | 


| a Revelation: that God was about to remove Elijab 
. hm his Work, to reap his Reward, put this alarm 
cp to Eliſha : Knoweft thou, that the Lord wi 
tate away thy Maſter from thy Head to Day ? E heb, 
how uſeful ſoever he was, as a Prophet to the People, 


and as an Iaſtructor and Tutor of the young Prophets, 
muſt be removed from them, at'a'certain Time; To - 


Day's The Lord firſt ſends him to Bethel, Fericha and 
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| 5 2 2 8 K ERM ON. 9 
E 4 + "Darden, to « the Schools of the Prophets there, that he. 
=” might comfort and ſtrengthen their Hearts in God's 
Mork, and give them his laſt and dyin dying Counſels;* 

"a 9 85 en the Head e 4 


RSS. Above bis Head, as it is in che Hebrew. 2  Y 


2s Wins Phraſe fas Mr. Pool obſerves) 1 may reſpect 
de either, 1. the Manner of fitting in Schools, where the 
Scholar fat at his Maſter's Feet, Deut. 33. 3. AG. 
= 1 Or, 2. the Manner of Elijah's Tranſlation, 
e which was to be by a Power ſent from Heaven, to 
4 take him up thither Eliha, being likewiſe ap- 
| 1 wipoſe of God, which was ſoon, in © 17 
Mapner, to be declared, in an important 1 
et Event, anſwered their W thus, 
. Tia T know it, hold you your Peace. q. d. Don't | 
| gravate my Grief, nor divert me 55 unſeaſo a 
„  * Diſcourſes, that I may digeſt my Sorrow, and pre- 
2 pare myſelf for lo K a Stroke, and d 
tend all my Maſter's Steps, leſt he be ſnatched 
away from mie, whilſt I am talking with, you; and 


\ 


chat I may beg and obtain lone Fennel Le 1. 
tk”. 7 "aj r before Fe Departure.” 1 | * 
Wr may hence gather theſe Instructions. 
EC 1 THAT the Time of Man's Departure out of this > 
Wo 2585 is a certain 2 dannen to, 111 fixed * 

5%, OD 4 


Ls 


bb G II. Tzar an Event ſo important and intereſting, 48 
* | the Removal of a ſkilful and faithful Maſter, from the 
 __ Heads of his Scholars, demands an attentive Con- 5 


? 85 Lideration, and ſorrowful Reflections. | 
r Tar be Tranlasen of Cas of che tot uſeful. 
and faithful Men, from this to the heavenly World, 
_.” ,- 1 attended with ſome men e 1 
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World, is 2 certain Seaſon known to, and fixed b 


God. Knoweſt. thou that the Lord will take away. thy 


Maſter to Day ? Yea, 1 know it, —To-Doy. A f, 


Period of Time. Death and the Grave being wil hout 


any Order, overtake one and another in differing des- 
ſons of Life. The Seeds of Mortality ſown in the 
fallen Nature of Man, operate in a Manner that is 
ſecret to us; whence the Death of his, and the other 
Perſon, looks to us like a fortuitous Event: But in 


what Seaſon of Life, or in what Manner ſoc ver they 
die, Death ſeizes them in the preciſe Day and Mannes, 
that were unalterably appointed by the Counſel gf 


God's Will. Job, fully perſuaded of this, ſays, Chap,” _ 


7. ver. 1. 1s there not an appointed Time. to. Man on 


Earth ? Are not his Days 1 Days of an Hlire- 


ling ? Limited, ſhort and of Toil and Trouble. 


And Chap. 14. 5. His Days are determined, i. e. <* they, © 


are by thy Sentence and Decree, limited to a certain 
Period :” The Number of his Months are with thee, 
i. e. exactly known to thee ;” Thou haſt appointed 


bis Bounds that he cannot paſs : Thou haſt appointed 


ga certain End of his Days, beyond which he can't 
<< prolong his Life.” Therefore however unforeſeen - 
by us, and ſudden to us, the Day of any particular 


Perſon's Death has been; yet it was the Time aps. 
pointed by the Wiſdom and Will of God: And he 


has lived out his Days, whether he died in Childhood, 


Youth or middle Age. When therefore the Pſalmiſt 


ſays (as in Pſal. 55.23.) Bloody and deceitful Men ſhall not 


live out half their Days, he does not mean that they ſhall 


die before the Time ſet by God: But that © they ſhall 


not live” Half the Time, that others live, © and that 

they by the Courſe of Nature might live.“ And when 

God told Hezekiah, 2 Kin. 20. 6. that he would add 

to his Days fifteen Years, the Meaning is, not that he 
et 
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_ = Hr Wa x but that he hou d ive fo many Years * be- 
| . yond aha he expected, according to the "Courſe of 


| «6 Nature, and beyond what he would do, if God ſhoull 
15 leave him to e Force of his Diſeaſe.” Ea; 
2, Tur an Event fo interefting and Wenn as 
the Removal of a ſkilful and faithful Maſter, from the 
Heads of his Scholars, demands an. attentive Conſide- 
ration, and ſorrowful Reflections. This may be cot- 
lected from Elfba's Anſwer to the young Men, who 
queſtioned him about his Knowled his "Maſter 
lijab's Tranſlation, He ſaid, Yea, I know it, hold you 
your Peace.“ He had a clear Knowledge and ſorrowful 
Apprehen/ion of what God was about to do: He was 


attentive to the great Strate, which he ſoon expected; 


_ was conſidering how he ſhould bear and improve 

and would not have them to make his Grief more 
3 by talking about it, and reviving in his 2 
the gloomy Images of it. 


A $SKILFUL and faithful Maſer, one that knows 
how to teach, and that applies himſelf with Diligence 
and F idelity, unto the Work of teaching others, to read 
and underſtand Things uſeful, in the civil and religi- 
ous Life, is a great Bleſſing in a School: but a Bleſſing 
of an uncertain Tenure, a Bleſſing entirely dependent 
on the Providence of the moſt High: which He there- 
fore gives, continues or takes away, according to his 
Will. And when God takes away ſuch a Blefling, it 
is an Event /o obſervable and intereſting, as to require 
an attentive Conſideration, and penſive Feeling of the 
Stroke of his Hand therein. Certainly there is Cauſe , 

of Mourning, when the School 1 is bereaved of its ys! 
. an 


. 8 omnes, intentique ora tenete, Infndum, filii, 
jubetis renovare dolorem, 


_ ; » y —— * 3 "4 Q f 
4 AF: - Y 
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— 1 


ſee the Fie 


enjoyed, has not provoked a righteous God to deprive 
them of em? Whether God don't by ſucb an awful 
Stroke call them unto a more ſolemn Attention to, 
and ſerious Preparation for their own latter End? And 
whether, if they were at an Inſtant to be taken away, 


by the irreſiſtible Hand of Death, their e would 


be happy or miſerable for ever ?. 


| 3 Taar the Tranſlation of ſome of the moſt uſeful 
and faithful Men, from this to the heavenly World, 
is attended with ſome remarkable Circumſtances. 


Men's Uſe fulne in the World, & their Faithful 8 


the Diſcharge of their ſtational & relative Duties, gives 


them no Writ of Exemption from the Law of Morta- 


lity; nor from many remarkable Circumſtances, which 
frequently accompany the Deaths of Mankind, Their 
Day is coming, when EY. muſt go the Way of all 
the "Earth. The Prophet £/yaþ was employed in the 
Inftry&ion of God's People in the great Things of 


Religion, and probably as The Teacher of a prophetical _ 


N that he might train up Youths in uch a Way 


By VEIN; „% 


„ and the; Li that uſed. ads many, — 5 
are cloſed up for Pre, fit be juſt Cauſe of Grief io 
b yield Meat, and the Flock cut off 
from the Fold; 45 7 — the Eye well be., bedewed c 
with Tears, when the Means of 5 Inftruſtion, and 
good: Education, are taken away. When a Maſter is. 
Nee by Death, Scho/ars have juſt Cauſe to mourn, 
| Mall have his per/onal Inſtruction no more; 
and rhaps alſo, that they have profited no more by. 
it, w ü they were favoured with it. And the heayy 
Blow of God's Hand calls for an attentive Conſideration. 
of ſuch Things as theſe : Whether it is not a Toten 
of God's Anger towards them? Whether their Un. 
12 profitableneſs under Means of Inſtruction heretofore. 


| . 


8 


8 * e | 


122 A Friel SERMON, © 
. as to fit them for the ſpirit of Prophecy, i. e. in ſuck” - 
2 Way * as tended to the Improvement of their na- 

_ * tural Faculties, and as tended to their Advancement 
jn Piety, and conſequently to rhe ſubduing of all 
* irregular Motions in their Souls:“ And this not- 
withſtanding, he was taken away from them, whilſt 
thus employed. And his Tranſlation was attended 


| with theſe remarkable Circumſtances : It was diſcovered 
to ſeveral Perſons beforehand: And yet it was pretty 


den, even to thoſe chat were about him, they moſt . 
| ara having no more than one Day's previous 


otice and Warning of it: And the Way of it was 


extraordinary and furprizing ; for it came to paſs, as 


©  Eljab and Eliſha flill went on and talked; that, behold, 


there appeared a Chariot of Fire, and Horſes of Fire, 


and parted them both aſunder, and Elijab went up by a 
Whirtwind into Heaven. 2 Kin. 2. 11. And when Eliſpa 
ſaw his Maſter's Aſcenſion, recollecting the paternal 


> _ which he bore to himſelf, and the. Influence 


at his Example, Inſtructions and Prayefy were wont 
to have, towards the Defence and Safety of Iſrael, bs 


* cried, My Father, my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael, and 
the Horſemen thereof ! ver. 12.—And the Man of God 

Ell, hearing the News, that the Ark of God was taken, 
fainted away and died inſtantaneouſly. And it has 


been the Lot of many very uſeful and faithful Men, 
to be removed hende in the Midſt of their Uſefulneſs, 


and at a Time unforeſeen by, and in a Manner ſudden 
and ſurprizing to their Friends. The glorious GOD 
uſes his adorable Sovereignty in theſe Things : andhow 
grievous ſoever ſudden Events of this Kind are to us, 


we have no Rigbt to ſay to him in Way of Complaint, 
* Wherefore doſt thouthus ? Under ſudden Bereavements 
God ſpeaks to us, Pſal. 46. 10. Be ſtill, and know that 


Jen GOD, I will be exalted in the Earth, 


4 R 8 1 1 M 40 N | ns Hh 
* vox proceed to the lurxev BM EXT, "A d; The nr 
; 5 | 


'',". vg 1. the Time of Man's Life, and the Day of his 5 
0 Den, determined and fixed by Gop c „ 
The Conſideration hereof may help to calm-the'Ruffie - 
of our Spirits, ariſing from the unerpelted and ſudden 
Death of our valuable and profitable Friends, and to 
ſatisfy us, that all Things conſidered, they died in the 
fitteſt Seaſon, how alarming and croſſing ſoever their 
Death is unto us; becauſe God does all Things well, 
and in infinite Wiſdom. And however high our Ex-. 
pectations of Benefit from them for Timę to come, 
were raiſed; yet they have lived out their Days, done 
their Work and if wiſe and righteous, are enter d 
into their, and our Maſter's Joy: bas then OR 
i our r Spirits ane pe ig 


n 


— 


7 


4. Mi Gs of. the 501 uſeful and Kitt Men 1 95 
7 from this to the heavenly State, in à ſudden ; 
and ſurprixing Manner? This teaches us theſe Things: 
1, That a ſudden Death is not any certain Argument 
of God's Hatred of the Perſon ſo dying. And indeed, 
for one that has done his Work well, and all, and is 
habitually and actually prepared for the pure World we 
| Ore a . Death is more e than a e 5 1 
ne... . 


* 
% 


on 


[-45 Tat Mis egregious Folly i in us to repoſe our | 
Truſt and Confidence 1 in Man, a weak and frail Creature, 8 
whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, and may eaſily and | 
ſuddenly go forth: For as the Pſalmiſt ſtrongly and 
juſtly repreſents, Pſal. 62. 9. Surely Men of low De- : 
gree are Vanity, and Men of high Degree are a Lie, 2 
either thrõ Impotence or by Impoſture. We are 
| therefore directed and admoniſhed thus, Pſal.146. 75 . 


£ 


A Bored SERMON, 


4 


Put hut your Truf in Princes, nor in'the- Sou 0 L 
in whom there is no Help: His Breath goeth rtl, 4 ; 


' riftirneth to bis Eatth, in that” very Day his 7 boughts 


Der . And: the Providence of God often gives us a 
" feeling Conviction of the Folly and Vanity of ſuch 2 
'. Confidence. Ceaſe then from Man whoſe-Breath is in 
bis 'Noftrils ; for ns he to. be een ns: 
Iii. . 2 4-979) | n at ol ere 
p 100 * 13 51 
3. Tur "om e ſoever we are unto > Mankind, 
| 4 faithful in the Buſineſs of our Callings, it greatly 
concerns us to papacy are for a ſudden Difidiarion for 
this (for aught we know) may be our appointed Lot. 
No natural or accquir'd Accompliſhments, no exter- 
nal Frivileges of Birth, Education or of articular 
Calling, no Profitableneſs unto Men, nor Strains of 
Devotion unto God, can aſſure us that we ſhall not 
be taken away by an Arreſt ſudden, and unforeſeen, 
either by our elves or others. It is therefore toiſer 
and better for us to prepare for a ſudden Death, than 
| from. the Church of e to oy" for a Deliverance 
8 it. 1 


WI we have heard, may ſerve to inſtruct us, 
that 15 and our Children have at this Time juft Cauſe 
ro mourn and to attend unto the Voice of God to us, 
in the ſudden Death of the late able and faithful Maſter 
of our School, Mr. John Moyes; this being an Event 
ſo important and nearly affecting our Intereſt. I 

all not attempt to open his Character fully. : But to 
int at ſome principal Articles of it, thar we may be 
affected with a ſuitable Senſe, of what we enjoyed in 
his Life, and have loſt in his Death. y 


His natural Powers were quick and 155 g, and 
| Iris r a liberal — His asg 
| olid, 


. c ' 


IV 


' ſolid, his Memoty faithful, and lis reaſoning Faculty 


ing he had amaſſed by a Series of cloſe. ng 


daiftinguiſirigl acute; The Treaſure of uſetul Learns = — 3Y 
\ conſiderably large, and his Skill in the learne * Latta 1 


guages, was much improved by his long inſtructin 
- others in them. But Dipinity being his favonri 


Study, he read Books of that Science, both polemical - 

and practical; and was as able as moſt” Divines; to 

_ diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error, and to defend 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, againſt the ſophiſtical Ar- 
guments of the Diſputers of this World. Haying em- 


braced the Form of ſound Words, the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel of the Grace of God, (and as there is Rea * 
ſon to think, felt the ſweet and ſanctifying Power of 


them in his Heart) He was zealous, as well as ſkilful 
in the Defence of them, and on juft Occafion woul 


cContend earneſtly for the Faith, as it was once delivered 5 
to the Saints: And I believe, ſeldom failed of fon 


the Mouths of Adverſaries. He was a diligent Impro- 
ver of his Time, and his Converſation was aal 5 
however his Reſentment of what he apprehended was 


unjuſt Trearment from the Hands of Men, may have 


been thought ſometimes too ftrong ; yet he appearec 


' exemplarily ſubmiſſive & patient under heavy Affliction 
from the Hands of God. He was very ſerious and 


\ : 


ing. And 
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ſolemn in Prayer, as well as furniſhed with a rich © 


Variety of Matter ſuitable for it. And I am per- 
© - ſuaded, the moſt of you who are Heads of Families, 
have in your own Conſciences a Witneſs ot his Ability 


and Fidelity in — School among us. It has been 
ſaid, that he was painful in teaching his Scholars the 
firſs Principles of the Oracles of God, and in impreſſing 


7 


their tender Minds with a Senſe of the Importance of 


them. But /tiIful, uſeful and painful as he was, he is 


now removed from us, and from his Employment here 
ein 0 ; ; , „ 8 87 3 % 3 below, ; 
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ulis talia fando, temperet a Lachrymis 2 
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below, by. a Death; ſudden to us, and his Friends, 


whatever Pre-apprehenſions of it he himſelf might 


2 * z and the Zyes that have ſeen him ſhall lee 


im no more, the Ears that have heard him, with 


© Profit and Delight, ſhall hear him 3c more, and the 


Plates that have known him, ſhall ac know him no 


more. This Maſter is taken from above the Heads 


of his Scholars. This Light is gone out of our Ho- 
' rizon, * Who can refrain from Tears on this 


| - Anp' by how much the more wiſe and. uſeful he 


was, whilſt with us, by ſo much the greater is our 


- Loſs in his Death; and conſequently, ſo much the 


more Cauſe have we of mourning his Tranſlation from 


us. Methinks we All have juſt Cauſe to pay ſome tri- 


butary, Tears, to his Memory. The Town may well 


mourn their Loſs of a.School-maſter, ſo well qualified, 
and beloved of his Scholars. And in particular, our 


in mournful Accents, repeat the Cry of Eliſha, when 


huis Maſter Elijah was taken from his Head, My Fa. 
ther, my Father ! And ſome of them did burſt out 
into Tears at the forrowful Tidings of his Death, 
And nom, my Children, the great God has dealt thus 


Children, who have fat at his Feet, and have had his 
Inſtructions, Counſels, Prayers and Cares, may well, 


bitterly with you, attend to his Voice to you therein. 


Conſider whether you han't been careleſs and negligent 


in 2 Attention to, or Practice of your late Maſter's. 
In 


ructions and Counſels, or forgetful of them, and 


ſo made God angry with 5%; for to whom much 
is given, of the ſame much is required. It is a ſad 
Caſe indeed, to be deprived of the Means of In- 


ſtruction, in Wrath and Judgment; for the Neglect 


or Miſimproyement of chem, while enjoyed. And 
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don't | 
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Warnings, which he gave you. ; and to improve them 
better after his Death, than you did in his Zife-time ? 
And if God, in his good Providence, ſhould provide 


again for your Inſtruction and Education, by. an- 


ther School -· maſter, bear in Mind for your Imita- 


tion, the Conduct of the Sons' of the Prophets, put 


on ſacred Record by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Kin. 2. 1. 


+.» + , mourn your Miſpence of Time and Meant, you have 
bad under him? Don't God call you to bring to 
Remembrance all. the Inſtructions, Coynlels and 


who ſtood. afar off, to obſerve this great Event, 


the Tranſlation of Elijab, and who, When they ſaw 
Eliſba, after the Mantle of Elijah was receiyed by 

him, together with his Spirit and Office, ſaid, The 
_ if Elijab doth reſt on Eliſha ; and they came to 


meet him, and bowed themſelves to the Ground before 


bim: © Thereby teſtifying their Reverence and Sub- 


< jection; to, him, as Elijab's Succeſſor, and . their 


P's * Maſter and Teacher,” Anke 3 | 
| | FURTHERMORE, don't God call you, and all of. us, 
to conſider and realize that all Fleſh is Graſs, and the 
' Goodlineſs thereof as the Flower of the Field? The 71 

withereth, the Flower fadeth , becauſe the Spirit af the 


* 


Lord bloweth upon it. Iſai, 40. 6, 7. And that Whe- 
ther we are in Youth or middle Age of Life, even at 


our beſt Eſtate, we are altogether Vanity, and may 
ſuddenly fall by Death. And don't God therefore call 


us, to Day, to know and attend unto the important 


Things of our Peace; and to make ſure of an In- 


tereſt in Chriſt, and in the Favour of God by him, 
which is better than Life with all its Endearments ; ._ 


ſeeing he has in ſo lively and ſenſible a Manner taught 


us, that we don't know what a Day may bring forth. 


eee ee een, 
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0 Sohle tn and Refledtion) oh ! ſerioully Wh | 
ider ono it would liaye been with you if Death had 
ſeized and ſmitten you down at once, as it did Jour 
Maſter, without | giving you ſcarte any previous 
N of its Approach. Where ſhould 5125 have. 
been now ? In Heaven or in Hell? We truſt, that 
- thro che Grace that is in and by Jefus d ur 8 
Maſter was accepted of God, and | 
_ for a better World, even the heavenly otic.” And in 
this Caſe, his ſudden Diſpatch out of this evil State, 
was better for him than a long, pining or paitiful Sick- 
neſs before Death: But if 5% had dend ſo ſnatched 
away, conſider where Fes would have been' ay ;» i 
ou are not . intereſted in Chriſt, and'changed"inty 
is Likeneſs, the ft Death would have'h by Into 
the ſecond, the red Horſe would have followed the 
pale, and (to uſe an inſtructive and pertinent, the? - 
hotnely Similitüde) your Death would have been to 
5 a Tap. Door to have let you down into Hell. | 
ow then bein ng ſpared and warned of God, ſeek in 
good Earneſt, 
into a State of ſpiritual Life, that you may be fitted 
for Death, and a ſudden one 100; if that ſhould prove 
to be your appointed Lot. Remember now your Creator 
in the Days 75 Youth.” Eecl. 12. 1. Feel the En- 


dcouragement given you in thoſe gracious Words f 
- Wiſdom, Prov. 8: 17. I love them that lone mi, and 


thoſe that ſetk me early ſhall nnd me. And don't live 
any longer eafy and contented in a chriſtleſs Con- 


dition, or at a dreadful e about „Maut 
eternal Salvation. 5 N | 


Frets 


Tur ſudden Death ap our valiable 1 EY Mr: 
"Noyes, ſeems to be an Event of Providence; de. 


ſigned to'excite Us, and his Relations and Hequaintance, | 


to conſider and put in Practice * the wiſe and com- 
: | Ny bn 


at you may be immediately brought 1 
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Y paſſionate Advice of our. Saviour, upon the Motive = 

or Reaſon with which he enforces it, Mat. 24.42, 44. 
Watch therefore, for ye know not what Hour your Lord , - 

\ doth come. Therefore be ye alſo ready; for in ſuch an - 


Hour as you think not, the Sen of Man cometh. © fe, 


Svon a ſudden Surprizal of Death, ſeems in the 
Nature of Things, to be adapted to awaken both _ » 
- drowſy Profeſſors of Religion, whether they are rel | 
or meerly nominal Chriſtians ; and carnally ſecure 
Ir calls upon real Chriſtians, that are fallen into 
ſoft Slumbers, to awake and to gird up their Loins 
do trim their Lamps, and to be as, Men that ate wa. 
5 fing for the Coming of their Lord, i. e. actually ready. 

What a /olemn Surprize and Conſternation would qm + 
be thrown into, if you Lord ſhould come and nm 


J __ Ir loudly calls upon meerly nominal Chriſtians," ts 
1 rouze up, and buy Oyl before the Bridegroom comes 
For ſuch is their preſent State, that if Death ſhould... 
ſeize on them ' now, and bring them before the 3 
Judge of all the Earth, they would fall in Judg- oY 
ment, and be utterly and eternally undone, And-'. » 
there is no Certainty that it will not, hi, or the © 
next Moment. - Oh ! therefore awake and” build 
upon a new Foundation, and prepare for the mid- 7 
night Cry, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye , 
to meet bim. . Sn 
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Auxp in a Word, it calls upon tarnally ſecu et 
| Sinners to awake, ariſe and conſider their Sate ang 
Danger. What has been the Lot of ſo many, 2 

4 F#44en Diſſolution of mg vital Tye, may be. . 12 ö 4 


- 


a / 


N 2 s 
2 y 8 a » 
wy pas M$ 
W G YT * , 
* 
L 


4 - 


* 
4 


and as Wool: See Iſai. 1. 18.— For God fo loved, the 
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lo. And can you be willing to die as you have 
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lived, careleſs and thoughtleſs of God and Chriſt; 
and of the Welfare of your precious and immortal 
Souls, and under the fearful Curſe of a broken Lay ? 
Can you be content to die, and to have no Part in 


Chriſt, nor in the heavenly World? Can you be con- 
tent, to be for ever ſeparated from the Soul-reviving 


Preſence of God, the Fountain of Bleſſedneſs? 
you think you can bear this, which would be an Hell 


of Miſery, unto an holy Soul; yet can you bear to 
to dwell with devouring Fire, and to inhabit the 
mating Burnings ? Have you either Strength or 


atience enough to endure the Gnawings of the 
hever-dying Worm, and the Tortures of the ever- 
living Flames? I know you have not. And if you 
would not yourſelves make the fatal Experiment, 
then don't any longer negle& and put off the great 
Work of Repentance, Converſion and Faith, upon 
the deluſive Hope of a more convenient Time here- 
after. Remember the unhappy Felix's Temptation 
and Ruin; and ſeet the Lord while be may be found, 
and call upon him whilſt be is near. | Seek and cheriſh 
Convictions of your Sins, Miſery and Danger. 
Earneſtly and ſpeedily ſeek that Peace with God, 
which was dearly purchaſed, and is tenderly and free- 
1y offered unto periſbing Sinners by Jeſus Chriſt. Cloſe 
in now with the Terms of the Covenant of Grace. 
Wherefore, as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, To Day, if ye will 
hear his Voice, burden not your Hearts. Now is the 
accepted Time ! But this Now of divine Grace won't 
continue long. Now, is the great Goſpel- Jubilee, the 
Year of Releaſe, the acceptable Year of the, Lord 
Believe then on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and you ſhall 


725 be ſaved. Though your Sins are of a ſcarlet Colour, 


and of a crimſon Dye, yet they ſhall be white as Snow, 


World,” 
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"ms that be gave bis only begotten Con, thot whoſo: | 
ever believeth X him, ſhould not periſh but bave ever. 
, Jaſting Life. Joh. 1 16.— This is Ts the Subſtance and 
Marrqw of the bleſſed Goſpel. This is the joyful © 
Sound, that is yet in your Ears. And may you e D 
ſee the holy Glory, and feel the transfor Influ- 
. ence of this Gofp:1, ſo as that it may be unto; you / 
the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, unto your © 
ſpiritual and eternal Salvation, „ 
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